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News from Mrs. Debraski’s Library 

 

We kicked off 2018 with reading resolutions and challenges. Students and 

staff made New Year’s Reading Resolutions ranging from how many books 

they want to read this year, to changing reading habits.   

 

 

 

At the end of January Mrs. Debraski introduced the Reading Without Walls 

challenge to our school.  This challenge was created by author Gene 

Yang, a National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature.  Readers read 

three books that give them new perspectives--a book about someone who 

doesn’t look or live like you, a book about a topic you know little about, 

and a book in a format you don’t normally read.  Those who complete the 

challenge receive an official certificate, as well as helping us fill in the 

wall display.  This challenge has prompted many great conversations 

about how reading can help us see beyond walls. 

 



Students in 4th and 5th grades are learning about the Caldecott, 

Newbery, and Coretta Scott King Awards for literature. We’ve been 

having a great time reading many examples of these award winners and 

figuring out what makes these books so special. 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead to March we’ll be having our annual March Madness in the 

library! Students love voting on their favorite books and determining a 

school wide favorite. This year the brackets will begin with sixteen 

popular authors. Each week all students will vote on their favorites, with 

winners advancing to the next round. After four weeks of voting Stony 

Brook’s Favorite Author will be determined! 

 

Follow the library on Instagram (@SBSLibrary) to see library activities, 

announcements, displays, and fun! 

 



Ms. Williams Class 

Reading Without Walls 

  

This year Stony Brook is taking on the Reading Without Walls challenge in 

conjunction with Read Across America. As you may know, Read Across 

America is an annual reading motivation and awareness program that 

calls for every child in every community to celebrate reading on March 2, 

the birthday of beloved children's author Dr. Seuss. Reading Without 

Walls also encourages students to explore the world through books by 

taking part in certain challenges. 

 

 
 

 

 



We have kicked off the program a little early to gain momentum with the 

fourth and fifth grade language arts classes. We began challenge one, 

reading about a character that does not look like or live like our students. 

This was a challenge in itself to find a book that would work for all of us. 

Mrs. Debraski recommended we read The Sandwich Swap by Queen Rania 

Al Abdullah of Jordan and Kelly DiPucchio. The story is about two girls, 

Lily and Salma, who are best friends who have very similar tastes in 

everything but what they eat. Lily likes her peanut butter and jelly 

sandwich and Salma likes her hummus and pita. The girls are challenged 

to recognize their differences and throughout the book they learn to 

accept other cultures and try new things. 

  

As we read this book, the students were quick to pick out different 

character traits for Lily and Salma and the author’s message. The 

students had a discussion about what they learned and how important it 

is to celebrate our differences. Then, the students each decorated a 

plate to represent a typical meal they would eat at home. The students 

were able to recognize within our small group that we all are different.  

Although the book was short and simple, the first challenge created 

engaging discussions between the students and got everyone excited to 

read more. 

  

We are looking forward to tackling the next two challenges together as 

we explore more reading opportunities. I encourage you to explore these 

reading challenges at home and share your learnings with us. 

  

Happy Reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Rimmler’s Language Arts Nook! 

 

Our Fantasy Reading Unit had the students deep in magical lands.  They 

dove into the fantasy worlds of their novels, where they explored 

complex lands, multiple plotlines, and magical, complicated characters! 

Analyzing major and minor themes within a text, were other skills that 

were developed, as well. Here are some pictures from our Fantasy Book 

Clubs and Projects, which were the highlights of the unit! 

 

 

    
 

 

During Writing, students put their newly learned research skills to good 

use. The students worked on opinion writing, in this “Literary and 

Comparative Essay” Unit.  We read short stories, developed a thesis 

(opinion of their own), and wrote persuasively to “prove” that the thesis 

is correct.  The students learned to utilize text evidence, quotations, and 

complex reflective thinking strategies to help support their thesis 

statement. As an added challenge, the students learned to compare 

themes, characters, and symbols across multiple texts to determine 

deeper meaning and think more analytically. 



    

    
 

 

Now the students are learning to read and write persuasively in our 

Argument Reading and Writing Units. Students are researching debatable 

topics and then forming their own opinion. Students will get to debate 

using expert opinions and counterpoints to make their arguments 

stronger! 

 

    



    
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Team RiFi parents for all of their continued support and 

partnership! We are looking for a wonderful rest of the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from Ms. Frazee’s 4th graders! 

 
This month we are exploring many new and exciting topics as we are 

currently beginning new Language Arts units and finishing up a math unit! 

 

In Language Arts, students are researching the American Revolution. 

Through read-alouds, informational books, and multimedia we are making 

connections between the tension and turmoil of this time period and 

investigating how concepts of power and privilege play a role in the 

decisions and reactions of the people involved. Students are learning that 

even though the Colonists were small in number, they were mighty 

because they were brave, willing to try new things, and supported one 

another as they worked together toward a common goal. In Writing, 

students are choosing a subtopic of the American Revolution that they are 

interested in and are using the research they are gathering in reading to 

write about their subtopic in an organized, succinct, and powerful way.  

 

 

In Math, we are finishing up 

learning how to add and 

subtract fractions. In this unit 

we have explored angles and 

symmetry as well. Please 

continue to help your child 

practice their multiplication 

facts at home! Just 5 minutes 

per day of fact practice will 

greatly increase their speed and accuracy with this important skill. 



Students need mastery of their multiplication facts in order to 

successfully understand many of the math concepts we have learned and 

other new concepts we will be working on this year. You can visit my 

Branchburg website for math websites that your child can visit at home 

for fact practice.  

 

It has been a wonderful experience to watch the students grow in their 

scientific thinking this year as well! With our new curriculum, students 

are observing, investigating, and questioning the world around them in 

order to explore existing ideas and generate new ones! They are also 

gathering data and retesting their experiments to determine the validity 

of their experiments, as well as thinking about how factors like human 

error could be a cause for inconsistent data. From there they then retest 

or redesign their experiment if necessary. Ask your child what s/he has 

learned about energy (i.e. transfer of energy, types of energy), and ask 

what investigations they carried out with groups.  I know you will be just 

as impressed with their thinking as I have been! 

 

Ms. Scholp - Letting our Voices do the Typing in OT 

 

In Occupational Therapy, students are becoming more efficient using the 

Voice Typing feature on Google Docs to support their writing in the 

classroom.  Click on this link to check out 7 reasons why everyone should 

try Voice Typing, both in and out of the classroom.  

 

 

 

https://shakeuplearning.com/blog/7-reasons-need-try-voice-typing-google-docs/
https://shakeuplearning.com/blog/7-reasons-need-try-voice-typing-google-docs/


Mrs. Barnett 

Student Book Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

Since there are probably 6 more weeks of winter, here are a few 

recommendations for books you can cozy up with in front of the fire.  

Some 4th and 5th graders shared their suggestions. 

 

Chelsea  recommended the Percy Jackson series by Rick Riordan for those 

who love cliffhangers and Greek mythology. 

 

Brooklynn thought anyone who enjoys crafts should check out Crafty Cat 

and the Crafty Camp by Charise Mericle Harper because you can find 

more crafts in the book. She also cautioned to be careful when making 

crafts. 

 

Kathryn picked The Dork Diaries series by Rachel Renee Russell which are 

good books for girls because they have real world problems.   



 

The Amulet series by Kazu Kibuishi was suggested by Kevin because it is 

an adventurous graphic novel with great illustrations.  

 

Harish and Lorenzo thought the Diary of a Wimpy Kid books were funny 

and those who enjoy a good laugh, will love reading this series.  Andrew 

added on that the series is weird and once you get halfway through, you 

will want to read these books non-stop. 

 

The I Survived series by Lauren Tarshis was another student’s favorite 

because you can learn about real events in history. 

 

Another student recommended reading Epic Mickey by the Disney Book 

Group because it is very detailed and has some colorful pages in the 

middle. 

 

If you are interested in reading a warm hearted story about a boy and a 

tree, Tatiana suggested The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. 

 

Zak recommended Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli because it’s a good 

book for children. 

 

Hopefully these suggestions provided some help in choosing that just right 

book.  Happy Reading! 

 

 



News from Mrs. Adam’s and Mrs. Formus’ Homeroom 

 

Where did January go?  And now we are mid-way through February!  The 

year is going so fast as the students work hard in all subject areas.  The 

milder weather is helping us through the winter doldrums and we 

anticipate an early spring in spite of the prognostications of Puxatawny 

Phil!  

 

We are finishing up our work with fractions and now have practiced 

adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing them.  We have stressed 

the importance of a conceptual understanding and have used modeling to 

demonstrate this understanding before we progressed to an algorithm.  In 

the spirit of the Olympic Games underway in PyeongChang, South Korea, 

and to emphasize a real-world application of the skills we have learned in 

math this year, students are completing an Olympic Challenge every day 

for the duration of the games. Using facts about the Olympic Games or 

countries that are competing, we created a daily problem to solve.  

Emphasis is on “gold medal” work - making estimates to determine if the 

answer is reasonable, showing your work in a neat and organized way, 

making sure to label your answer, and showing multiple strategies for 

solving the problem if possible.  We have many Olympic athletes showing 

us their gold medal performances! 

 

 

 

 



 

The cost of putting on the Winter Olympic games in PyeongChang, South 

Korea is about 13 billion dollars.  Write that number in exponential 

notation. 

 

________________________________________________________ 

This is about 4 times less than what it cost to put on the 2014 winter 

games in Russia.  How much money did Russia spend?  Write that amount 

in exponential notation. 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

The Olympic Games in South Korea last 17 days.  Write an expression to 

show how you would find the cost per day to put on the games.  Estimate 

the answer. 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

We all know that a paperclip will fall to the ground when dropped due to 

gravity.  But do factors such as the height from which it is dropped, or 

the surface on which it is dropped affect how it lands or if it bounces?  

What happens when if it is dropped in water? Do other objects that are 

dropped behave in the same way?  These were just some of the ideas the 

students investigated in their groups.  They designed experiments to test 

their hypotheses, recorded data and evaluated their findings.  Whoever 

thought a simple act of dropping a paperclip could encourage students to 

think so much more deeply?  They did an amazing job! 



 

Our study of Colonial America has started with the early colonies as we 

focus on the reasons why people chose to come to the New World in spite 

of great dangers and hardships.  We have concentrated on the New 

England colonies and will now move on to the Middle Colonies.  We will 

use what we have learned to compare and contrast  the geography, 

economy, and way of life of these regions, eventually moving on to 

explore the Southern colonies.   Our study will culminate in a field trip in 

the spring to Pennsbury Manor, the summer home of William Penn.  

 

Students are sad to see their work with the DARE officers come to a 

close.  They have truly enjoyed their sessions with the officers.  During 

role plays of real-life scenarios, students practiced using  strategies to 

deal with peer pressure learned about the dangers of drugs, tobacco, and 

alcohol use.    We thank the officers for taking the time during their busy 

day to share these important lessons with the students. We look forward 

to our DARE graduation on February 27th. 

 



Mrs. Vadimsky 

Instructional Support – Math 

 

Fourth and fifth grade math students receiving instructional support at 

Stony Brook School are expected to learn the content standards in Unit 5, 

as in previous units, as they engage in the mathematical practices.  One 

of the practices in the fourth grade is:  MP2--Reason abstractly and 

quantitatively.  When students are presented with a word problem, they 

need to learn to represent the problem with an equation, words, 

pictures, symbols, tables, etc., so that they can calculate an answer.  

Then they need to think about what the answer means in relation to the 

question being asked, and determine whether their answer makes sense.  

For example, in lesson 5.7, after writing the equation ⅘ - ⅕ = ?, students 

may choose to use fraction circle pieces or a drawing to represent the 

two quantities.  In doing so, they would conclude that they subtract the 

numerators, but not the denominators, because they realize that they are 

subtracting pieces of the same size.   In lesson, 5-9, students were asked 

to create line plots to represent real-world situations, record data on the 

line plots, and use these plots to organize the data to answer questions.  

MP5--Use appropriate tools strategically is the other practice used to 

support the content in the fourth grade.  Students in Instructional 

Support used tools such as number lines, fraction circle pieces, drawings 

of fractions, pattern blocks, geoboards to make angles, base-ten blocks, 

and line plots.  All of these tools are “e-tools” in Everyday Math and 

students were taught to use some of them on the Smartboard.   

 



    
 

 

Math Practice 1 (MP1)-- Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 

them is a practice that recurs in every unit when students are presented 

with a challenging real-world problem.  Fifth Grade students used the 

“cubes” strategy to circle, underline, box, evaluate and eliminate 

unnecessary information, and solve problems.  This is one of many 

strategies students are taught to help them make sense of word 

problems.  Drawings, organizing information in a table or on a graph, and 

asking themselves questions are others.  MP3-Construct viable arguments 

and critique the reasoning of others is another practice used by fifth 

grade students in Unit 5.  Students are encouraged to turn and talk with a 

partner or with their group to explain a rule verbally, or to share 

verbally, in writing, or with drawings how they arrived at an answer.  

They are expected to use the correct vocabulary, listen to classmates, 

and respond to help their classmates improve their work.  MP4--Model 

with Mathematics is the other practice used in Unit 5.  Students shaded 

paper or used area models to find fraction products, used fraction circles 

or number lines to model subtraction of mixed numbers, made models to 

represent division of unit fractions by whole numbers and whole numbers 

by unit fractions, wrote number models to represent multiplication and 

division of fractions, made drawings to rename fractions as mixed 

numbers, and used counters to solve fraction-of problems.   

 


